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In early November of last year | 2
Return Service Requested had the privilege of attending the Openings & Opportunities

China Challenge Conference in
Atlanta, Georgia, after which my
wife and | spent two weeks in
China and Hong Kong, where
we used to live. About 500
people gathered from around the
U.S. and other parts of the world
to listen, learn, and share about

The UnreaChed Peoples J ADVOCATE ministry in China. It was a mgrvelous time to conr_1e<_:t and network with others, 4

and to learn of new opportunities to reach the 1.3 billion people of that land. God : .. .
has been doing a great work in spite of the ‘wall’ of resistance from the government Director's View on China
News on Global Efforts to Reach the Least Reached over the years. Let me first share with you some facts regarding China and then
follow on page three with some reflections on China by Dwight Gibson in China
20/20, a journal | became aware of at the conference.
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(continuation of articles)
Response Form

/ . , . \ China has grabbed the attention of Mission to Unreached Peoples from the . (o:fhtir?:szasei).Slzillil\i/(;r;r?fr?felzz;?eig f;ega;t;ﬁ:;teniirze of the U.S., but 80% Something toThink About:
Director’s View very beginning years of our ministry. No, we can’t compare ourselves with peop Y.
OMF/China Inland Mission and a handful of other organizations with some- N - : - .
times 100’s of years invested in the “Central Kingdom”. But Mission to - Itis estimated that about 90 million people use the internet in China. If you want to
China Unreached Peoples has been involved since the very beginning days of the , . . . .
Perspective reopening of China to foreigners in the early 1980’s. Today China remains our - éoff’ o:r:he Z\;\OHL(J]ISS cell phones are in China, with reception often walk on water,
largest field of service, with over 40 adults presently serving with us in China. etierthanthe L2.o. you ’Ve gOt tO get
David Hupp As is the broad picture of MUP worldwide, our workers in China are involved Mass“./e urbanization is taking place with many brand new cities in the t f th b t 77
. ’ . . - A . . . . planning stages. out o e Doat.
U.S. Director in a wide-range of ministry activities. Teaching English, either at private lan-
guage centers or government schools, continues to be a wide open door for - 200 cities the size of Seattle have no church.

/ effective ministry. Others are involved in orphan ministry, focus on minority
and unreached people groups, medical care and training, agricultural work,

John Ortberg

- . . . u The size of the church is estimated at 80-90 million people.
business platforms, outreach to businessmen and professionals, social outreaches,
and more. We_have |r_10reasmgly been able to connect with mlngrlty groups ar)d are seeing the church estqbllshed and - Materialism is rapidly growing. The Wall Street Journal noted that during This is the title of a book by John
strengthened in previously unreached areas. PTL for what He is doing in China, for the doors that remain open, and o R . Ortbera which vou are highl
for the opportunity for you and me to be part of one of the greatest stories in the history of the Church 2003 over $36 billion was spent on home furnishings in China g Y gn’y
' encouraged to purchase and
Let me ask us all a question - what are we investing in this precious land and people? All of us do have something to (é:”;i;lt\;glnr;zsstgx 222;8 Olympic games in Beijing and the 2010 World read. Itis also available in audio
give. We ask that all of you pray for China and hopefully specifically for a MUP worker or project. We thank you for P ghat format. Most O_f us want to grow
your financial contribution to this outreach and communicate that there are cutting-edge opportunities to make a - Th . . . - in our walk with the Lord, but
. . . . . . . . .. e Chinese church has identified training as the greatest need that they £ hat i 1 Kk .
difference with missionary support and various projects including support needed for a network of Chinese Christians s . orget that It usually takes getting
. , . L . . . have. Christian literature is number two.
caring for 100’s of orphans - and seeing churches planted as a result. And we invite you to consider serving yourself in out of our comfort zones, our
China for a year or more - or start with a short-term outreach. YES, the exciting news is that there is a place and a need - There is an abundance of ministry opportunities all over China, boats, if we really want to watch
for almost anyone willing to go and serve. We’d love to help you connect personally in some way! God work on our behalf.

cont. on page 3
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Call 1-888-847-6950 if interested in these
openings and opportunities
with Mission to Unreached Peoples:

BUSINESS TENTMAKERS
China, Turkic World

EVANGELISM/CHURCH PLANTERS
Asia, Eastern Europe, Turkic World

CERTIFIED TEACHERS
Asia, Eastern Europe, Turkic World

LANGUAGE STUDENTS
China, Turkic World

MEMBER CARE PERSON
Asia, Eastern Europe

PRAYER PARTNERS
Everywhere

FINANCE DIRECTOR
Seattle Office

PHYSICAL/OCCUP. THERAPISTS
India, China

TEAM WORKERS/DISCIPLERS
Cambodia, Thailand, Turkic World

TEFL/BUSINESS TEACHERS
China, Japan, Turkic World, others

WEBMASTER/SYSTEM DESIGN
Seattle, U.S.

MEDICAL ADVISOR, PERS. DIR., EN-
GLISH TEACHER OF BIBLE

Mongolia.

YOUTH WORKER
Poland, Cambodia

eAdvocateis also available!

The Advocate is also available in
electronic form. We can send new
issues to you in Acrobat (pdf) for-
mat or you can view it as well as
all past issues on our website at
www.mup.org. Let us know at
mupinfo@mup.org if you would
like us to send you an email when
anew issue is published or if you
would like to receive it as an at-
tachment.
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Persecution in Perspective

The following is taken from a “Perspec-
tives” column written by David Wang in
the Nov/Dec 2004 edition of Asian Report
regarding George Chen, a house church
pastor in China, who had been imprisoned
for 18 years. In a recent conference in Ja-
pan, Pastor Chen shared an interesting per-
spective on persecution. Reprinted by permis-
sion. Copyright © 2004 Asian Outreach International.

Pastor George Chen is now 70 years old.
Still he is my closest, and best China co-
worker. For 18 years George was im-
prisoned in China for his faith and evan-
gelistic ministries. He was assigned to
work in the cesspool of the labor camp. To
the prisoners, that was the worst punish-
ment. To him, it was the best. The condi-
tions of the area were so repulsive that
George Chen was left all alone. Thus,
he was able to recite the Scriptures he
had memorized and to sing his favorite
hymns at the top of his lungs.

At the 1989 Lausanne Il International
Congress on World Evangelism, Pastor
Chen shared his testimony and sang his
most favorite hymn, “In the Garden.”
The delegates erupted into a standing
ovation. Spontaneously they sang along
with him, and praised the Lord loudly.
It was the spiritual highlight of
Lausanne II.

Recently, at the 4th World Missions
Conference in Japan, George Chen
shared his perspectives on persecution.
First of all, he stated that he found the
Church in the free world’s concentra-
tion on China’s persecution a “lop-
sided, inquisitive, and unhealthy addic-
tion.”

“l am constantly being asked about per-
secution in China. If anything, that is
the work of the enemy. Let’s first and
foremost get back to what God is do-
ing,” Pastor Chen appealed. “God has
been doing great things in China for the
last 50 years.!”

Then he presented his personal obser-
vations on persecution.

1. It was not necessarily all directed to-
wards Christians. People of other faiths,
or no faith at all, were also put through
great suffering and inhuman treatment.
It was just “communism in practice.”

2. There were persecutions specifically
targeted against Christians, motivated by
ideological and political purging. Quite
a few of the unheavals against Christians,
however, were internal power struggles
of the Church itself.

3. Violence during the Cultural Revolu-
tion was rampant amongst the whole
population, between all people. Christian
workers and leaders who were serving
sentences in prisons were actually pro-
tected from the Red Guards running
amok.

4. To the true servants of Jesus, who
went through persecution, they would,
by and large, consider these experiences
as their “Bible Schooling.” They count it
as a privilege, a blessing “to know Christ
and the power of his resurrection and
the fellowship of sharing in his
sufferings.(Phil 3:10)

5. Some persecution was caused by Chris-
tians themselves, insensitive to the
Lord’s teaching on being as wise as ser-
pents and harmless as doves.

6. Persecution in China has driven the
Church into much closer relations with
Jesus. It also adds a sense of urgency to
the Great Commission.

Generally speaking, persecution towards
Christians in China is becoming less com-
mon. Some incidents of personal knowl-
edge were local, low-level officials try-
ing to extort extra income from believ-
ers.

8. The outside world often sensational-
izes persecution. Pastor Chen is a firm
believer of Habakkuk 1. Whereas some-
times we keep shouting to God, “Injus-
tice! Violence! Lawlessness!” God actually
would like us to “Look at the nations and
watch - and be utterly amazed. For | am
doing something great!”

cont. from page 1(summarized thoughts of Dwight Gibson)

Ten years ago | sat in a Chinese restaurant in the
suburbs of Chicago. | was talking with a man from
China who closely monitors the social, political,
and religious situation in China. He was Chinese
by birth and still lives in China. | asked him a
question, “How do you see China now, compared
to the rest of its long history? | will never forget his
words. He said, ‘China has a long history. Butin
spite of its history, there is now more change in the
future for both the church and for the nation than
has ever been seen before.” ... I've never forgotten
those words, and they returned to me while re-
flecting on the China Challenge event in Atlanta. |
realized that there are issues in China today that
are truly new. We are witnessing the rebirth of a
great society that is now facing all the issues of the
modern age in a number of categories.
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Chinese Church

There are increased social and po-
litical pressures being exerted on
house churches, as well as in-
creased freedoms which have al-
lowed Christians to minister to
children or to meet social needs.
And with China’s size and the
varied experiences of those doing
ministry in China, it reminded me
of the old story about the blind
men touching an elephant. Each
one had a different interpretation
of what he felt, based on differing
perspectives. The same is true with
the church in China. Everything
and anything we’ve heard about
the Chinese church seems to be true
somewhere in China.

New Realities in China
Returning Chinese scholars who
have studied abroad are bringing
back another way of thinking.
There are now internal immigra-
tion issues in Chinain light of the
massive movement of its popula-
tion from rural village, peasant
life to the cities.

As the participants at the conference in Atlanta
thought about changes they have seen since the
beginning of their ministry in China, there was
also a realization that while nothing has changed
much, everything has changed in another way.
The noticeable changes have to do with new free-
doms because of political maturation and the
sophistication of Chinese society as it modern-
izes. People recognize there is structured influ-
ence from the Communist Party, but that influ-
ence is less for the average Chinese citizen than
itonce was.

Other changes include easier access to visas
and international travel, and the construction
boom in China’s cities with old neighborhoods
being torn down and modern skyscrapers being
builtin their place. The rice paddies of ten years
ago are the business districts of today.

But the changes are not just outward. People
are turning from communal thinking to more
extreme kinds of individuality. At the same
time, a decline in morality among all classes of
people has resulted in increased sexual promis-

“China has along his-
tory.Butin spite of its
history, there is now
more change in the
future for both the
church and for the
nation than has ever
been seen before.”

cuity and increases in crime. Minds are changing
along with the size of peoples’ wallets, and the
changes are not always benign.

There are great hopes and dreams for China. Fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ have great opportunities to
do things that are redemptive, but at the same
time we need to realize that we are all humble
servants seeking to identify what can be done for
HIS glory, and not our own. We don’t do ministry
to build up a great nation, nor an organization
that will be listed in the annals of history. We don’t
even do it for ourselves. We do it for God’s king-
dom - asimple, yet elusive task.

To accomplish that in China takes the long view,
not the short view. It takes patience, not quick-
ness. And it takes relationships nurtured over time.
This current season is opportune. May we be faith-
ful servants in this season.

Dwight Gibson is a founding and current board
member of China Source. He is the senior Vice

President with Geneva Global, based in Wayne,
Pennsylvania.

Prayer and General Fund Response Form
Please send in the following form or respond by email to: mupinfo@mup.org

[ 1 pledge to pray for Mission to Unreached Peoples ministry times per week,
and/or for this specific Missionary or People Group/Project:

(1 Please count on me as part of the $5000 in new general fund monthly pledges

beginning in the amount of $
of one year.

Name:

Address:

/month for a minimum

Email:
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